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The Scope of IT And Startups Businesses in Pakistan. 


By : Amna Anwer . 


Introduction: 


Information technology (IT) is the use of computers to store, retrieve, transmit, 
and manipulate data, or information, often in the context of a business or other 
enterprise. IT is considered to be a subset of information and communications 
technology ICT). 

the term is commonly used as a synonym for computers and computer networks, 
but it also encompasses other information distribution technologies such 
as television and telephones. Several products or services within an economy are 
associated with information technology, including computer hardware, software, 
electronics, semiconductors, internet, telecom equipment, and e-commerce. 
Pakistan has a lot of potential in the IT industry. 

World’s first and second world countries have a lot of exports in IT industry which 
strengths their economy where as Pakistan is the third world country has a lot of 
potential in IT. Pakistan’s economy can boost if the steps towards IT are taken in a 
good manner because Pakistan has good talent which is recognized in the whole 
world. 


History of IT in Pakistan : 


As much as concern to Startup and Information technology in Pakistan are 
concerned they are growing and rising, slowly and steadily which has the 
chances and potential to expand even more in the future. Matters relating to the IT 
industry are overseen and regulated by the Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting of the Government of Pakistan, The IT industry is regarded as a 
successful sector of Pakistan economically in term of change pattern in Pakistani 
businesses, even during a financial crisis. The first IT policy and implementation 
strategy were approved under the leadership of Prof. Atta-ur-Rahman FRS, then 
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Federal Minister of Science & Technology, in August 2000 which laid the 
foundations of the development of this sector. 

In 2001, a 15 year tax holiday was approved to promote the IT industry which has 
the grown from $ 30 million to over $ 3 billion during the last 16 years. A 
nationwide program to train teachers was initiated by Intel in March 2002 in 
Pakistan on the request of Prof. Atta-ur-Rahman which has resulted in the training 
of 220,000 teachers across 70 districts at no cost to the government. 


The government of Pakistan has given incentives to IT investors in the country 
during the last decade, this resulted in the development of the IT sector. From 2003 
to 2005, the country's IT exports saw a rise of about fifty per cent and amounted a 
total of about 48.5 million USD. The World Economic Forum, assessing the 
development of Information and Communication Technology in the country 
ranked Pakistan 111th among 144 countries in the Global Information Technology 
report of 2014. 1 


Problems for IT in Pakistan : The real problem was the technology which was a 
decade older as compared to the other countries. A decade ago the world had 3g 
and 4g but Pakistan just got in 2014 this was also the technology gap due to that 
the normal public was not able to use the internet. And two other basic problems 
which Pakistan had was the environment was not good towards the IT. And also 
parents don’t allow their sons and daughters to start their own startups. The 
government could not make the country as IT-friendly country. 


Efforts towards IT_ in Pakistani 

As of 2011, Pakistan has over 20 million internet users and is ranked as one of the 
top countries that have registered a high growth rate in internet 
penetration. Overall, it has the 27th largest population of internet users in the 
world. In the fiscal year 2012-2013, the Government of Pakistan aims to spend Rs 
4.6 billion on information technology projects, with emphasis on e-govemment, 
human resource and infrastructure development. The Government of Pakistan has 
attached great importance to information technology, as part of its efforts to 
develop an "information age" in the country. In this regard, an elaborate national 
IT policy was formulated under the leadership of Prof. Atta-ur-Rahman FRS in 
2000. 
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Future o£IT_ in Pakistani 


The focus on the technological development of information technology, the 
government aims to increase productivity in the public sector, improve the 
standards of IT infrastructure in the country and use it as a management tool for the 
promotion of good governance in general. There has been remarkable progress in 
creating effective computerized e-govemment systems in Pakistan for major 
departments such as police, law enforcement agencies and district administration. 
The National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA) has also introduced 
computerized registration systems for issuing important documents such as 
national identity cards, passports, and permanent residency cards. IT has also been 
critically important in improving work procedures of the civil service and other 
government-related fields. 

According to a study published by the UN Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), Pakistan has been highly exposed to information 
technology while pursuing the concepts of e-govemance and e-commerc 2 



The recent startup challenge that was held in Islamabad. (Startup companies) 


2 See the information on (ESCAP) org. : http://www.techjuice.pk/7-pakistani-startups-that-are-attending-startup- 
istanbul/ 
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Conclusion: 


Pakistan's communication system is also reliable in current trend situation in 
Pakistan . This has now fully graduated into the communicative mode of 
email, Internet and IT culture. The country is fast exploring the brave new world of 
information technology and keenly assimilating the requirements of e-govemment 
and e-commerce. Information technology has opened a new business frontier for 
Pakistan. The government is assigning high priority to information technology both 
in terms of policy limelight and resource allocation. The government will get a 
good reward if they take good steps toward IT as IT can minimize our current 
import burden. 

If we see India which has grown a lot in the IT industry. Banglore is completely 
an IT city. Pakistan needs to build many softwares for government departments as 
well so then they can also minimize corruption in the country. Pakistan’s economy 
can easily boost if government indorse IT professionals so that they can build there 
own IT companies. - 


3 MoITT :(Ministry of Information Technology and Telecommunication). 



